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Social media privacy
Social media is interactive technology allowing the creation and sharing of information, interests in different careers and ideas through networks and virtual communities (Shearer & Mitchell, 2021). It’s a technology that is used worldly where people use web-based apps, on their laptops or desktops to access social media and download services offering functionality in social media to their mobile phones. Over 3.96 billion people in the world are using social media which is 58.11% of the total world population. 
There are many social media platforms used over the last year and each user has an experience of the bad and good side of each platform. They include Facebook, Twitter, Snapchat, Instagram among others where people take their time to post their pictures and communicate the important issue to the public. Instagram is named as the favorite platform in social media and Snapchat was considered as the safest platform in social media to be used in cyberbullying. In social media, the best privacy setting is keeping control of who you friend, ensure no sharing of passwords to strangers and not accepting a request from individuals you don’t know, setting profile to be private to make sure people are not interfering with your personal life. People have different views on social media where some will show off their life to the public and how they live. Others want their life to be kept private for their reasons which should be respected. 
 Social media regulation is the rule executed by the jurisdiction of law to prevent public interests, improve the media market and establish common technical standards. There should be strict regulations that will help social media privacy to all users (Trepte, 2020).
Importance of social media privacy regulations
1. Helps to avoid fake profile and impersonations
Social media has criminals who are using the platform to get and hack the accounts since they know the account is full of personal information which they use for other purposes. The information they get from the account they use to blackmail and also impersonate for their gain. This mostly happens to celebrities where their accounts are at high risk for, they have many followers. Taking an example of Apple Incorporation which has millions of followers and subscribers in their social media channels which they use to respond to the complaints raised by the customers by using the sites for service and customer engagement. Social media has been an efficient platform to engage with the customers and has made an efficient reach to the customers and offer a great marketing solution, therefore deepening its reach and customer connection. Apple Inc. does contests as a way of marketing; this has been one of the most incredible ways of growing their brand fast, gaining followers, and creating new connections. The primary purpose of the contest has been to attract interest to the company and create a company buzz in the market. Online criminals will try to hack the account since it's marketable but when proper and strict regulations are put, it will benefit the account owners since they will be satisfied knowing their accounts are well protected.  
2. Helps to avoid spam, malware, and viruses
When social media privacy regulation is tightened by the government, spam cases will be reduced hence reducing the wasted time users use to read the unwanted messages which harm user computers for it bring about malicious software damaging systems and accessing without permission personal information. It also consumes recourse networks which need proper regulations to protect social media accounts private. Social media spreads malicious content since it's faster and people get links from friends with a high probability of clicking and opening it which can affect the computer of the user with viruses.
3. It protects the opening of fake bank accounts and credit cards
Once a cybercriminal gets the personal information of a social media user, he/she will open a bank account using those details. When something bad happens with those back accounts opened by criminals, the blame with being directed to the person whose details were used to open the account who is not aware of the account. The regulations put will make the criminal fear to commit such crimes and have respect on personal social media accounts. Hackers use their means to get details of an individual with intention of stealing the funds from their bank accounts and also M-pesa accounts. Rule and regulations of tracking the numbers used by hackers and punishing them will help reduce social media crimes and respect the privacy of account users.
4. Helps eliminate fraud businesses 
Criminals hack an account with many followers and try to trick people online that they deliver goods once purchased or finding jobs for people with an option of paying first. Online people will pay and criminals will channel the money to their pocket for goods and services they will never deliver to customers. Such criminals need to be arrested when proper regulations are put and strict punishments applied to concerned criminal parties as a way of warning other criminals (Voorveld, 2019). 
5. It improves reasonable social boundaries
Social media boundary helps users stay their own life without being interfered by other people in the society. Some people prefer having their time alone when going through hard times that they don’t want to interact with the public. Social media will help them mind their own business and meditate on what they are going through in life.
6. It gives users freedom of speech and thought
Social media regulations are well protecting and giving users the freedom of speech whereby they can post what they are thinking or what they are going through freely when they want to educate other users without any limitation. Social media is accessible to all users when they want. 
In conclusion, social media privacy needs to be given full attention by concerned parties for it gives users confidence and feels free to express their thoughts. Also, regulations need to be followed and action taken against users who go against the terms and conditions of the account. Information is key and people need their privacy and be able to decide on who will access and see what they post on their walls.
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